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-- BUT MAY I
REMIND YOU, T
DO NOT CHOOSE
THE DATE ANp  PECREED 1O
TIME OF THE ME BY MY

A SUPERIORS
EKSAMENTO. \ N oRoo

THEN YOU
TELL YOUR
SUPERIORS ON
ORPO, JUPGE,
THEY KNOW

-- BUT I AM ALSO YOUR
FRIEND. AND T HAVE TRIED TO
DO MY DUTY WHILE TRUSTING
YOU AND ARLO, AND TRYING
TO INTERFERE WITH YOUR
WORK AS LITILE AS POSSIBLE,
EVEN WHEN I PERHAPS -- WHAT
HOULP. WOULD THEY
LEARN OF THOSE
BUT IF T EXPERIMENTS YOU AND
REPORT BACK THAT YOUR HUSBAND PO IN
YOU ARE UNCOOPERATIVE _THE LATE HOURS OF
OR UNRESPONSIVE-- THE NIGHT? WHEN YOU
ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THINK NO ONE WILL
YOUR HISTORY, AND THEY NOTICE--
DID DECIDE TO COME
HERE, TELL ME--

DESS, 1
UNDERSTAND THE
TIMING IS
UNFORTUNATE--

DESS...
PLEASE.
YOU KNOW I AM YOUR
THE RISKS =~ FAMILY'S JUDGE. IT IS MY
THAT  SACREPD PATH TO HELP GUIDE
WOULD  AND LOOK OVER EVERYTHING
INCUR.  YOU DO FOR THE INSTITUTE--

SOME
WOULD sAY sPY
ON EVERYTHING
WE DO FOR THE

INSTITUTE.

PERHAPS--

-- WHAT
WOULD THEY
FIND IN THE
DARKNESS OF
THE LEVELS

BELOW?




SWARM TO
YOUR ARE DRAWN TO
SCENT. a PROGNOSTICATORS.

A PROGNOS‘Q@TOP—’S

MIND IS A BUT IF
POWEgéZJL SUCH THAT MIND
WERE TO
AND FOR
FALTER, |F THEY
AS LONG AS YOUR DETEICT A

MIND DEMONSTRATES
THE ACUMEN AND  PIMINISHMENT
ACCURACY THE ABILITIES—-
SWARM DEMANDS,
THEY WILL CONTINUE
Y TO COME.

THE VERO
RAMPAS,
THEY SENSE
You----

I KNOW WHAT
THEY ARE. T'VE
HAD THEM
CRAWLING ALL
OVER ME SINCE
1 WAS GIRL,
JUPGE.

puTY
DICTATES THAT
1 INFORM YOU
OF THE NATURE
OF YOUR
TRIAL-

THE VERO RAMPAS ARE,
IN SOME MANNER, THE
MOST INTELLIGENT LIFE-
FORM IN THE KNOWN
UNIVERSE--

CAPABLE OF
BUILDING HIVE
STRUCTURES OF
SUCH COMPLEXITY,
OUR HUMAN MINDS
CAN BARELY

FATHOM

THEM.

IN THE
ABSENCE OF A QUEEN,
THEY SEEK OUT A NEW ONE,

GATHERING AROUND THE
MOST ACTIVE ORGANIC
PROCESSOR THEY CAN FIND--

AS THEY DO
ALL MY KIND,
EVENTUALLY.

NOW, ASK
THE DAMN
QUESTIONS.




SVAN MAKO
OF THE THIRD
REGION AND
RENN QUO OF
THE FIFTH HAVE
FORMED A
UNION.

WHAT S
WILL BE THE
NUMBER OF

THEIR
OFFSPRING?

AND OF THOSE THREE,
HOW MANY WILL INHERIT
THEIR FATHER'S
PREDISPOSITION TOWARDS /.8

BIOENGINEERING?

ONLY THE
YOUNGEST.

THE OLDEST
WILL SUFFER FROM
AN UNDIAGNOSED
GENETIC DEFECT IN

THE LUNGS AND

NOT LIVE TO

ADOLESCENCE.

THE MIDDLE
WILL CHOOSE A
QUIETER PATH,
THAT OF A
CARETAKER.

THE YOUNGEST,
WITH MORE DISTANCE
FROM THE TRAGEDY
THAT DEFINED HER

FAMILY, WILL REALIZE HER
\ FATHER'S AMBITIONS,
AND SURFPASS
THEM.

DESS,
REMEMBER--YOU
NEED ONLY CONSIDER
THE SCOPE OF THE
QUESTION ITSELF--
DON'T WASTE YOUR

ENERGY ON
EXTEMPORANEOUS
DETAILS--



HOW MANY ROUNDS OF
NEGOTIATION WILL THE
TREATY OF BOR PINISTO INTERESTING.
REQUIRE?

AND AFTER

NP WHICH
HIGH PRIEST WILL
LEAD THE FINAL

ROUNP ON BEHALF
OF THE CHURCH
OF VOPA IN
GLORY?

WILL
THE INSTITUTE
IMPOSE
SANCTIONS IN

RESPONSE
TO THIS?

AND WILL
THOSE SANCTIONS
RESULT IN INCREASED
PROSPERITY FOR THE
INSTITUTE AND
ITS REGIONAL
INTERESTS?

SIGNING, WILL
ANPA WAT HONOR
THE AGREEMENT
OVER ITS
PURATION?

Y-YES.
INDIRECTLY.
BUT THE
PATH IS
WINDING--

STEADY.
NO NEEP TO
CONCERN
YOURSELF FINAL
QUESTION,
DESS--

HOW MANY

THEY...
THEY WILL
NEVER HAVE
THE...
CHANCE.
THEY
WILL BE--
ASSASSINATED--
ASSASSINATED BY
HARDLINERS DAYS
AFTER THE
AGREEMENT IS
BROKERED
THEIR

REPLACEMENT
IN THE HOLY
CHAMBER WILL--
INSIST UPON
RENEGOTIATION...
OF TERMS.

AKVAN LIVES WILL Yug

BE LOST AS A
RESULT OF SAID
SANCTIONS?




/ THERE'S

" TOO
“\ MANY--1 |
S\ CAN'T--

FOURTEEN
MILIARDO!




THE INSTITUTE
RELIES ON
PROGNOSTICATION
FOR EVERYTHING

IT DOES. AND
EACH YEAR,
THERE ARE

FEWER AND FEWER

WITH YOUR
CAPABILITIES.

PERHAPS
BECAUSE YOU
KEEP LETTING
THEM BE
EATEN--

RESULTS
MUST BE
VERIFIABLE. WE
ALL WISH WE
COULP FIND A
\ BETTER WAY--

PO WE? SOME SAY
PROGNOSTICATION
IS NO PATH AT ALL.
THAT WE ARE MADE
THIS WAY, BY MEANS
OF THE TORTURE
WE'RE SUBJECTED
TO--

CAREFUL,
DESS--




WE PICKED
SOME BERAJ
ON THE WAY

BACK.

THEN
STRAIGHT
TO YOUR

QUARTERS.

NOW.

PO YOU
HAVE ANY IDEA
HOW SCARED
YOU MADE
ME?

COME ON
THEN, YOUNG
MAN. 1 EXPECT

A FULL

REPORT--




“—LET’'S HEAR THE TROUBLE YOU’'VE MADE.”
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